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ginning of hostilities; otherwise it is treated as spoils. It is
even allowed to conclude a truce pact on condition of pay-
ment on the part of Moslems, if such course is indispen-
sably necessary for the furtherance of the Moslem interests.
The legal result of the pact is like that of the informal
aman, namely, the enemy enjoys security from death and
captivity, and security of property on the part of Moslems.
If a person residing in the country with which the pact has
been made, enters the country of the harbis and subse-
quently the latter country is conquered by the Moslems,
that person is treated as a mustafmin. Likewise a harbi
entering the country of pact with aman, is considered a
musta'min with regard to the Moslem country also if he
has not meanwhile returned to the dar al-harb. The imam
may repudiate the pact made if that is conducive to
the interests of Islam, provided the enemy is duly notified
about it, and in such case there is returned to the enemy a
proportionate part of the tribute paid by them. This is
based on the precedent of the Prophet, who broke the agree-
ment made between him and the Meccans.1

According to the Shafiites, a valid aman of either kind
may not be annulled by the imam unless he suspects treach-
ery.2 The Malikites agree with the Shafiites as regards the
formal aman only.31 The dissolution of the pact takes place
at the time set if one has been set. If no time has been set,
the pact ends in two ways, namely, by express dissolution
by either side, or implicitly, if, for instance, the harbis go
out on the highways with the permission of their ruler in
order to rob Moslems. If the pact is made with the condi-
tion that in the country of the enemy the laws of Islam will
be enforced, it is equivalent to giving the perpetual aman.

1 Majtnac, p. 498.

2 Minhdj, vol. iii, pp. 272, 290.
8 Kharashi, p. 449.